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ABSTRACT

The full-bridge converters usually use transformer leakage inductance and parallel resonant capacitors to
achieve smooth current commutation and soft switching functions, which can easily cause problems such as
energy leakage and significant duty cycle loss. This paper designs a novel full-bridge zero-current (FB-ZCS)
converter with series resonant capacitors and proposes a frequency and phase-shift synthesis modulation
(FPSSM) control strategy based on this topology. Compared with the traditional parallel resonant capacitor
circuit, the passive components used are significantly reduced, the structure is simple, and there is only a
slight energy loss. By controlling the charging time of the capacitor, it can be achieved without additional
switches or auxiliary circuits. The automatic control of capacitor energy based on input current addresses
the low efficiency of the traditional control strategies. This paper introduces its principle in detail and verifies
it through simulation. Finally, an experimental prototype was built further to demonstrate the feasibility of
the theory through experiments. The module can be applied to a photovoltaic DC collection system using
input parallel output series (IPOS) cascade to provide a new topology for large-scale, long-distance DC
transmission.
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1 Introduction

With the increasing energy crisis and environmental pollution, photovoltaic power generation
has been vigorously promoted. Photovoltaic grid-connected inverter converts the DC power out-
put by photovoltaic modules into AC power that meets the requirements of the grid and then
inputs it to the grid. It is the core of grid-connected photovoltaic system energy conversion and
control, and it is currently the most widely used full-bridge DC-DC converter. With the increasing
requirements for the volume and efficiency of power conversion modules, the switching frequency
of phase-shifted full-bridge DC-DC converters is getting higher and higher. However, existing
full-bridge converters usually use transformer leakage inductance and parallel resonant capacitors
to realize smooth current commutation and soft switching functions [1], as shown in Fig. 1.
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Figure 1: Existing DC boost converter topology

Parallel resonance capacitors have the following disadvantages:

1) The energy stored in the capacitor is fixed. When the load is reduced, it will cause excess
energy, which will affect the adjustment range and reduce the operating efficiency of the
system;

2) The parallel resonant capacitor needs a dedicated capacitor charging interval during each
switching cycle, which will cause the duty cycle loss;

3) With the decrease of the load, the duty cycle loss will increase significantly, and the input
current will decrease, and the capacitor charging time will be longer [2];

4) The parallel resonant capacitor will form an energy leakage channel through the trans-
former winding. The energy stored in the capacitor must exceed the rated value to
compensate for the energy loss, but too much energy will further aggravate the energy
leakage.

Input parallel output series (IPOS) to increase the output voltage level and power level
while reducing the voltage and current stress of the switch tube in the circuit. It is suitable
for high-power applications requiring high voltage gain and has gained popularity in recent
years. More benefits of IPOS structure include reduced input current and output voltage of
each module, module shedding capability, reduced ripple content due to interleaving, intrinsic
balancing, and scalable control method. Li et al. [3] proposed a modular isolated soft-switching
DC-DC converter that can offer two levels of fault tolerance. The converter consists of an IPOS
connected modules to boost voltage levels for High-Power High-Voltage Applications. Likewise,
Ye et al. [4] present a novel double-coupled inductor and voltage multiplier boost converter
with input parallel output series modules, inheriting the advantages of interleaved series output
capacitors with high voltage gain and low output voltage ripple for photovoltaic and fuel cell
energy systems, high-intensity discharge lamps (HID), DC backup energy systems, and electric
vehicles.

The above shortcomings will affect the maximum power point tracking (MPPT) range and
conversion efficiency of the photovoltaic system and significantly impact the adjustment and
operating range of the converter. Edwin et al. [5] propose a coupled inductance soft-switching
high-gain DC-DC converter. By adding active clamps on the input side to alleviate the switching
tube voltage spike problem caused by leakage inductance, it can also realize that the main and
auxiliary switches work in soft-switching mode. However, the current ripple on the input side is
significant. Similarly, The voltage doubling function of the switched capacitor to obtain a very
high voltage transmission ratio is used in [6]. However, the isolated converter still has the disad-
vantages of considerable input current pulse, insufficient output voltage stabilizing ability, and low
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load adjustment rate. Furthermore, Shi et al. [7,8] proposed a DC-DC converter with a source
soft-switching auxiliary circuit on the secondary side based on the parallel resonant circuit, which
solved voltage stabilization, realized high-frequency soft switching, and improved the working
efficiency. However, the control method becomes more complicated due to the increase in the
number of switch tubes.

Frequency and phase-shift synthesis modulation technology (FPSSM) is widely used in
aviation, wireless communication, and other fields. Azim et al. [9] utilize FPSSM technology
for energy-efficient optical wireless systems with direct current (DC) offset hybrid frequency
and phase shift keying (DC-FPSK) modulation for Internet-of-Things based on optical wireless
systems resulting in higher modulation rates and greater flexibility. An FPSSM signal optical
generation technique is proposed in [10], which uses a polarization-preserving fiber Bragg grating
with different responses to different input polarization states to convert the baseband information
loaded into the signal polarization state to that of the output wavelength, and achieves frequency
modulation by interpolation of the beat frequency at the receiver side. It solves the problem
that the traditional dual-source beat frequency introduces large phase noise and improves the
communication quality of the edge nodes of the cellular communication system. However, in
power electronics, this technology has been studied by a few people. Hu et al. [11] apply the
phase-shifting frequency conversion technique to a dual active bridge converter to ensure zero-
voltage switching over a wide power range with minimal circulating current but does not discuss
the use of phase drift compensation in the zero-sequence modulation scheme and the option of
combining variable-frequency modulation (VFM) with conventional zero-sequence modulation. A
novel variable frequency dual-phase shift synthesis modulation method is designed in [12] and
applied in a full-bridge three-level LLC resonant converter. It is demonstrated that the proposed
modulation method can achieve soft switching of all switching tubes in the whole load range,
but the efficiency and reliability of its operation are not further discussed. This paper applies this
technique to a full-bridge zero-current (FB-ZCS) converter, and a prototype is built to discuss its
reliability.

This paper designs a full-bridge boost converter with series resonant capacitors, which con-
trols the charging time of the capacitor through frequency and phase-shift synthesis modulation,
and automatic control of capacitor energy based on input current can be achieved without the
need for additional switches or auxiliary circuits. Compared with the traditional parallel resonant
capacitor circuit, the passive components used are significantly reduced, the structure is simple,
and have a small energy loss. At the same time, the series capacitor solves the problem of energy
leakage in the transformer winding during circulating current, which improves the equipment
efficiency.

2 FB-ZCS Converter

2.1 Topology Structure

The proposed full-bridge zero-current switching (FB-ZCS) converter is shown in Fig. 2. The
primary side is composed of four reverse blocking switches S;—S4 to form a full-bridge circuit.
The reverse blocking switch is realized by a package module in which IGBTs and diodes are
connected in parallel. It is used to remove the discharge path of the resonant capacitor in a high-
frequency circuit. The converter input inductance L;, is high, which can be regarded as a constant
current source to provide energy for the full-bridge circuit [13-16]. This relieves the problem of
transformer flux imbalance to a certain extent, and because the value of L;, is high, it is related
to the switching frequency. In comparison, the entire LC resonance frequency is very small. A
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pair of clamping diodes are attached to the secondary side to feedback the energy generated by
the parasitic oscillation of the secondary side to the primary side, which can not only suppress
the oscillation and voltage spike but also has a convenient and straightforward structure. A high-
frequency transformer with a turns-ratio n isolates the input and output circuits, and its leakage
inductance is denoted by L;. The resonant AC capacitance Cy and the transformer leakage
inductance L, are connected in series to form an LC resonant circuit, which helps the smooth
commutation of the current during the switching process and realizes the soft switching function
of S]*S4.
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Figure 2: The proposed DC boost converter topology

The secondary circuit is composed of a voltage doubler rectifier, which is composed of a
group of diodes Dy & D, and a group of capacitors C; & C,. Compared with the traditional
full-bridge rectifier, the voltage doubler rectifier reduces the voltage on the primary side of the
transformer from Vy/n to Vy/2n, which causes the voltage stress of the transformer winding,
switching tube, and input inductor to be reduced by about 50%. The parallel capacitor on the
output side mainly plays the role of filtering.

The advantages of this topology are as follows:

1) There is an inductance on the low-voltage input side to minimize voltage stress and
insulation requirements. At the same time, the input inductance as a constant current
source can alleviate the problem of transformer flux balance and saturation;

2) The leakage inductance of the transformer replaces the additional clamp circuit so that
the circuit can smoothly commutate current without voltage spikes.

3) During the entire working cycle, the zero-current switching (ZCS) of the primary side
switches and the zero-voltage switching (ZVS) or ZCS of the secondary side diode reduces
the switching loss, thereby improving the system efficiency.

4) The passive components used are reduced, the secondary side does not need auxiliary
components, the overall structure is simple, and the loss is reduced.

2.2 Working Principle

The working sequence of the converter is shown in Fig. 3. The switching tubes S1-S4 are
the corresponding states of the four switches. In the working process, each switching cycle T is
divided into eight working modes, among which the working modes of the first half cycle and the
second half cycle are similar. The gate signals of the top switches S; and S, are complementary
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and have a minimal overlap in time to facilitate the realization of current commutation and soft
switching functions. The bottom switches S3 and S4 also work similarly.
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Figure 3: The timing diagram of the converter

To facilitate steady-state analysis, the following assumptions are made:

1) All components in the circuit are ideal;

2) The input inductance L;, is large enough to be regarded as a constant current source; the
output capacitors C; and C; are large enough to keep each capacitor at a constant voltage
of Vy/2;

3) The transformer magnetizing inductance is large.

1

VLrCr

L.
Zo=\/g (2

Eq. (1) denotes the resonance frequency (wg) and (2) represents the characteristic impedance
(Zo); Ly 1s the leakage inductance of the transformer in henry (H); Cy is the resonant capacitance
in Farads (F).

The steady-state operation of the circuit in a complete cycle is divided into twelve modes. The
first four modes are described in detail according to the working timing waveforms, as shown in
Fig. 3. Fig. 4 lists the first six modes of operation, and the following six modes can be discussed
similarly for periodic symmetry.

(1) Mode-1(T) =1t —1ty)
When the current [; is completely transferred from S, to S;, the Mode I start at .

Sy and Sy are turned on in this mode, and the current I; flows through Sj, capacitor Cy,
transformer leakage inductance L, and transformer primary side, and form a loop through Sy

(D

wy =
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while transmitting energy to the output side and charging capacitor Cy. The secondary side diode
Dy is turned on, forming a loop through C; and the secondary side of the transformer, and
charging C; at the same time, the C; and C, supply power to the load. At this time, Cr does not
need a separate charging interval, and compared with existing converters, it significantly reduces
the duty cycle loss. When S3 is turned on, this mode ends at 1. In this mode, the primary current,
capacitor voltage, and primary voltage can be expressed via (3)—(5), respectively.

ip() = Iy 3)
_ ffo iqpdt
Ucf(l) = Tf (4)
dl;
Uap() =Vip— L7 (5)

where ¢ < 1, I is the current flowing through the input inductor L;,, i4p is the primary side
current flowing through Cr and Ly, Ucf, is the voltage across Cr, Uyp is the primary side voltage
of Cr and Ly, and Vj is the output voltage.
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Figure 4: The first six working modes (a) working mode I (b) working mode II (c) working mode
IT (d) working mode IV (e) working mode V (f) working mode VI

(2) Mode Il (T, =1, — 1)

After Sy is turned on, i, will gradually decrease, and the current I; will gradually change
from S4 to S». At this time, the primary voltage Uyp is clamped to 0, and igp also decreases
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and gradually drops to 0 at #,, thus achieving ZCS shutdown. At the end of Mode I, the peak
voltage Cr of the resonant capacitor Cy reaches the maximum value, and the primary-current i,
continues to decrease to zero during Mode II (72 « T'1). The secondary transformer forms a
loop through D; and Cj, and the capacitors C; and C; are discharged to supply power to the
load. T», primary current, and capacitor voltage can be expressed using (6) and (7):

. Vo t
iqap(t) =1 — <UCf'—P€ak + 5) L_f (6)
fﬁ i4pdt
Uc, () = ———— (7
! Cr
[ iagdt . . .
where Ucf,_pwk = IT/ is the maximum voltage value of the capacitor Cr, t <1, Vy is the

output voltage, V; n is the turn ratio of the transformer.
(3) Mode IIl (T5=1t3—1)

At this time, the current of S; completely turns to S; and forms a loop with L;,. The input
voltage Vi, charges the inductance L;,. At this time, the primary current igp is 0, there is no
energy transfer between the primary and secondary sides of the transformer [17,18], and the load
capacitor-discharge provides the load energy. In this mode, the capacitor voltage and primary side
voltage can be expressed by (8) and (9):

UCf-(t) = UCf—peak (8)

v
Uap(t) =Uc, (1) — 2—2 ®

(4) Mode IV (Ty=1t4—13)

In this mode, S3 is on, and Sy is off. The part of loop current is formed by Mode III, and it
will flow through S; and form a resonant charging circuit with Cr, Ly, and S3 to transfer energy
to the transformer. The other part of [; forms a charging circuit with S3. At this time, the current
charges the inductor and capacitor in reverse, and the primary side current iyp increases from
zero in reverse, but its value cannot meet the current value required by the secondary-side load.
At this time, the secondary side transformer forms a loop through C, and D, while the discharge
of capacitors C; and C, powers the load. Due to the effect of inductance, the current flowing
through S> cannot increase all at once but gradually increases. The current flowing through S}
reaches zero at the beginning of the next moment to realize the ZCS turn-on. In this mode,
the primary voltage and current and the energy storage capacitor voltage can be expressed via
(10)—(12), respectively:

Uap=0 (10)

UCf—peak )

iqp(t) = — " sin(wy?) (11)

UCf(t) = UCf'—peakCOS(CUOt) (12)
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(5) Mode V (Ts=t5—14)

In this mode, S is closed, the current [;, passes through S, and forms a resonant circuit with
Cr, Ly, and S3 to transfer the energy to the transformer. The primary side current iyp reaches
the maximum negative direction at ts, the secondary side transformer continues to form a loop
through C, and D;, and the capacitors C; and C, discharge to supply power to the load.

(6) Mode VI (Tg=1ts—ts)

In this mode, S, is also closed; the current [; can no longer form a resonant circuit with
S>, Cr, Ly, and S3. At this time, the resonant capacitor and inductor discharge maintain that the
current of the primary circuit does not immediately decrease to 0, and the primary voltage and
circuit gradually decrease. The secondary side transformer still forms a loop through C; and D,
and capacitors C; and C, discharge to supply power to the load.

3 Application in the Control of Photovoltaic Power Generation

As shown in Fig. 5, in practical applications, the FB-ZCS topology adopts the form of
sub-module input parallel output series (IPOS) to increase the output voltage level and power
level [19-21] and reduce the voltage and current stress of the switch tube in the circuit.
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Figure 5: TPOS cascaded DC-DC converter topology

3.1 Frequency and Phase-Shift Synthesis Modulation (FPSSM) Control Strategy

In this paper, the control strategy is shown in Fig. 6, and the conductance increment method
is used to achieve maximum power tracking (MPPT). The PI controller modulates the difference
between the reference voltage V. generated by the MPPT algorithm and the actual photovoltaic
side output voltage Vpv to generate the value of the photovoltaic side output reference current I .
The error signal is obtained after comparing the actual input current value [;, and the reference
current I, which is processed by the PI module. The signal generated by phase shift modulation
adjustment and the signal generated after frequency adjustment is processed in the gate signal

generator to obtain the corresponding switch tube trigger signal [22].

During the normal operation of the circuit, the load reduction will cause the input current
Iiy to decrease so that the energy stored in the capacitor Cr is also reduced. Nevertheless, when
the load is gradually reduced to a certain level, the input current I;; is not enough to charge the
capacitor to the level required for its voltage level to meet the resonance condition. In this case,
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the frequency f; gradually decreases from a fixed value, thereby increasing the capacitor charging
time and compensating for the decreased input current 7,
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Figure 6: FB-ZCS input current control

Analyzing the working mode, the research concluded that energy is transferred from the input
side to the output side during Mode I while charging the capacitor Cy. During Mode 111, there
is no energy transmission on the primary and secondary sides of the transformer, and the output
capacitor powers the load. These modes are similar to the discharging and charging modes in a
simple Boost converter, so the ideal voltage gain is expressed by (13):

Vo 2n

3,5 |ideal =

Vin 1-D (13)

Since the duty cycle D is relatively consistent with the conventional duty cycle, the f; have
little effect on the model’s input and output voltage gains. Therefore, phase shift and frequency
modulation can be independently applied to current regulation and capacitor Cr energy control.
This method is called Frequency and phase-shift synthesis modulation. In recent years, it has
been successfully used to improve the converter’s performance. This research article is trying to
apply this technology to the FB-ZCS converter. The flowchart is shown in Fig. 7.

If I, is larger than the setting value Iy, it means that the energy of the capacitor Cr
can meet the resonance condition. At this time, there is no need to adjust the frequency; just
charge the capacitor through the PI controller. When [, is smaller than the set value Iy, it is
not enough to charge the capacitor Cr to the level required to make its voltage level meet the
resonance conditions. At this time, the frequency is adjusted, and f; is gradually reduced from
fixed value, thereby increasing the time for capacitor charging and compensating for the decreased
input Current [j,.

3.2 Soft Switching Analysis

From the analysis in Section 2.2, to achieve smooth current commutation and soft switching,
the energy stored in the Cy must be greater than the energy stored in the resonant inductance as
expressed by (14):

o 2
Cf(UCf—peak + Z) > LfIl% (14)
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The energy stored in Cy is determined by 7;. When [, is reduced to a specific value, the
charging energy of Cy cannot reach the required voltage level. At this time, frequency regulation
is used to reduce f; to increase the charging duration to compensate for the reduced current. The
relationships among Uc, — peak, Iiy, and f; were defined by (15):

lin(1-D) Wy
— >

—>—+ 1z 15
Cf fs 2n+l 0 ()

V¢ —peak = Ucy, +

where Ug, is the initial capacitor voltage of Mode I. The voltage peak Ue, — peak 1is obtained
by controlling the charging time 75.

detect [,
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reduce output current
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T T
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Figure 7: Mode switching flowchart

Table 1 shows the comparison of the proposed topology with other literature topologies
[23-25], where converters require longer charging time to full load rating, which is an unnecessar-
ily light load. These structures have the following advantages: the existence of a low-voltage input
side inductor minimizes the voltage stress and insulation requirements; the input inductor can
also be used as a constant current source to alleviate the flow balance and saturation problems
of the transformer.

Table 1: Comparison of several converter structures

Type Converter [23] Converter [24] Converter [25] Proposed
Primary switch count 4 8 6 4
Secondary diode count 13 4 4 4
Output capacitor rating Vo/2 Vo/2 Vo Vo/2
Resonant capacitor leakage Yes Yes Yes No

Duty-cycle loss 52% 58% 43% 9.5%
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As a result, the duty cycle loss of existing converters is more than 50% of the switching time
period, which severely limits the operating range of the converter. In contrast, the topology in
this paper uses series capacitors and FPSSM control to reduce unnecessary charging intervals and
duty cycle losses to 10%. Through comparison, it can be concluded that the proposed structure
is more compact and has better performance.

4 Simulation and Experiment

The proposed control strategies were verified separately, and 10 IPOS cascaded FB-ZCS
DC boost converter models were built in MATLAB, and their parameter settings are shown in
Table 2.

Table 2: FB-ZCS DC-DC simulation parameters

Type of parameter Value
Photovoltaic cells Short circuit voltage 1.05KV
Short circuit current 0.5KA
MPP voltage (25°C, 1kW/m?) 0.82KV
Maximum power 0.5MW
Rated power 0.5 MW
DC-DC boost converter Rated voltage of primary side 0.85KV
Rated voltage of secondary side 6KV x 10
Transformer ratio 33

Next, the verification process of the topology and control strategy is proposed.

4.1 Stability Analysis of Output Voltage and Current

Due to a pair of clamping diodes that are attached to the secondary side, the energy
generated by the parasitic oscillation of the secondary side is fed back to the primary side, and
the oscillation and voltage spikes are suppressed so that high-frequency oscillation and voltage
overshoot of the secondary stage of the transformer is effectively suppressed. Fig. 8 shows the
voltage waveforms of the primary side of the transformer of the traditional DC boost converter
and the proposed DC boost converter, respectively. Through comparison, it can be observed
that the high-frequency oscillation of the transformer secondary side is restrained, and voltage
overshoot is prevented in the process of switching on and off.

The input and output voltage and current of a single FB-ZCS sub-module are shown in
Fig. 9. The analysis shows that the voltage and current enter a stable operating state after a short
period of fluctuation. After stabilization, the output voltage ripple coefficient is 0.091%, and the
output current value is 0.13%. Compared with the full-bridge boost converter in [26], voltage and
current stability have significantly improved.



710 EE, 2022, vol.119, no.2

1500 1200
1000+ 800 T
5007 4001
z o Of
S 500 -400 7
-1000F -800 |
1500 ‘ : : ‘ : -1200 : : : : : : :
4 4.5 5 5.5 6 6.5 3 35 4 45 5 55 6 65 7
t/s x10° t/s x10°4
(@) (b)

Figure 8: Voltage waveform of the secondary side. (a) Traditional DC boost converter; (b) The
proposed DC boost converter
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Figure 9: Single FB-ZCS input and output voltage and current waveform diagram and partially
enlarged view. (a) Input voltage waveform and partial enlarged view; (b) Output voltage waveform
and partial enlarged view; (c) Input current waveform and partial enlarged view; (d) Output
current waveform and partial enlarged view

4.2 Frequency and Phase-Shift Synthesis Control

Fig. 10 shows the input and output waveforms of I, iyp, Usp, and Ucf and their partial
amplification. The photocurrent tends to stabilize at 0.026 s, and the entire LC resonance fre-
quency of the series capacitor is minimal in one cycle. The Cy and Ly are connected in series to
form an LC resonant circuit. During the whole process, the charging and discharging of the Cy
changes according to current commutation and frequency changes.
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Figure 10: Input and output waveform and partially enlarged diagram. (a) [; waveform and
partial enlarged view; (b) U, waveform and partial enlarged view; (c) isp waveform and partial
enlarged view; (d) U4p waveform and partial enlarged view

According to the radiation characteristics of photovoltaic cells, as the light irradiance
decreases, the voltage and current output by photovoltaic modules gradually decrease. Set the
initial light irradiance of the photovoltaic module to 1000 W/m? in the simulation model, perform
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simulation and give the corresponding primary-side current, voltage value, and the waveform of
the energy storage capacitor voltage as shown in Fig. 11, and its partial enlargement is shown
in Fig. 12. According to the calculation of resonance conditions, when the light irradiance is
less than 600 W/m?2, the photovoltaic module output current I;, is not enough to charge Cr
to the required voltage value. Therefore, in order to ensure the regular operation of the system,
the frequency f; is stepwise-decreased below the base value to increase the charging time of the
capacitor Cy to reach the required level.
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Figure 11: Waveform diagram of the primary voltage and capacitor voltage. (a) Light irradiance
550 W/m? f;, = 18 KHZ; (b) Light irradiance 1000 W/m? f; = 21 KHZ; (c) Light irradiance
550 W/m? f; = 18 KHZ; (d) Light irradiance 1000 W/m? f; = 21 KHZ; (e) Light irradiance 550
W/m? f; = 18 KHZ; (f) Light irradiance 1000 W/m? f; = 21 KHZ
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Figure 12: Partially enlarged simulation waveform. (a) Light irradiance 550 W/m?; (b) Light
irradiance 1000 W/m?

When the light irradiance is within 600 and 1000 W/mz, the FB-ZCS model can use the
input current adjustment method to adjust energy adaptively. At this time, there is no need to
turn on the frequency adjustment mode, as shown in the right column of Fig. 11. A partially
enlarged view is shown in Fig. 12b. When the light irradiance is less than 600 W/m?, the
photocurrent reduction of the system is not enough to support the resonant condition of the
resonant capacitor, and it switches to the frequency adjustment mode, as shown in the left column
of Fig. 11, and its partially enlarged view is shown in Fig. 12a.

The light irradiance of the photovoltaic module is reduced to 550 W/m? for the mode
switching effect test. It can be seen from the figure that the switching frequency has been
automatically switched to 18 KHz. The primary current, voltage, and energy storage capacitor
voltage waveforms are shown in the left column of Fig. 11. The corresponding partial enlarge-
ment is shown in Fig. 12a. It can be seen that when the light irradiance drops below the reference
value, the input current is detected to be less than the set minimum input current value. The mode
switching command is sent to make the FB-ZCS circuit automatically switch from the current
control mode to the frequency control mode, the frequency drops. The charging time of the
energy storage capacitor increases to compensate for the insufficient energy of the energy storage
capacitor caused by the drop in the input current [20]. A special charging interval is not required,
so it can safely be concluded that the effect of frequency and phase-shift synthesis control is
good.

4.3 Soft Switching

Taking the ZCS turn-on process of S in Mode IV as an example for analysis. Fig. 13 shows
the simulation waveform of the switching S; The blue dashed line and red solid waveforms
represent the gate signal and current waveform of the switching S;, respectively. It can be
seen from the figure that in the turn-off process, the current flowing through S; is gradually
transmitted to S, and then gradually drops to zero. Due to resonant capacitance and inductance,
the current rises slowly, thus realizing soft ZCS.
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Figure 13: The soft switching function of switching S

4.4 Experiment and Results

We have conducted experiments for further verification. In this paper, a hardware prototype is
built, integrating the control circuit and the phase-shifted full-bridge module and the drive signal,
as shown in Fig. 14. The relevant parameters are listed in Table 3, and the input magnitude is
changed by adjusting the amplitude with a DC input instead of a PV power input.

Figure 14: Experimental hardware platform

Table 3: Types and parameters of experimental devices

Type

Device selection and parameters

Primary switch
Secondary diode
Power rating
Resonant capacitor
Output capacitor
Input inductor
Switching frequency
Turns-ratio

IRGP4055DPbF
STTH15L06D

3 kW

140 nF

120 uF

2 mH

23 kHz

1:3

(Continued)
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Table 3: Continued

Type Device selection and parameters
Gate driver Si8233BB-DS
Controller DSPIC33CK64MC105T-1/PT

Fig. 15 shows the waveforms of iyp, Ucr, Ugp and U,y at 23 KHz, from top to bottom, the
yellow, green, red and blue lines represent iy, Ucy, Ugp and Uy, respectively. Fig. 16 shows the
amplified waveforms of i4p, Ucr, Ugp and Uy, at 23 and 17 KHz. As illustrated in the figures,
the voltage across AB varies when the frequency changes, but soon stabilizes.

YOKO?{@MAQ 2021/07/04 15:37:31 Normal Pulse Width CH1 &

1.25MS/s T Auto
> 2.00 Ve K> 10,0 Yawam |
S MeniEBM

2> 10.0 Vv

Figure 15: Experimental waveforms of iy, Ucr, Ugp and Uy, with fy=23 KHz
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Figure 16: Experimental amplified waveforms of i4p, Ucr, Ugp and Uy, with f;

17 KHz

The waveforms of iy, Ucr, Usp and their amplification after increasing the output voltage
are given in Fig. 17. By connecting C, in series, the energy is transferred to the output while

charging it in Mode I, thus significantly reducing the duty cycle loss, and variation of solar

increases

value of v¢,

and the peak

5

light can be changed by adjusting the input voltage magnitude. The light intensity is increased

to 1000 W/m? corresponding to an input current of 5A

as the irradiation increases, at which point the capacitor is filled with energy to meet the load

requirements.
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Figure 17: Experimental waveforms of f; = 18 KHz, f; = 21KHz, i4p, Ucr, Ugp, Ups and
amplified waveforms

Fig. 18 shows the waveforms of igp, Ucy and Uyp corresponding to the light irradiance
downward adjustment and their enlarged waveforms. The light intensity is reduced from 1200
to 520 W/m?2, and the corresponding input current is reduced from reaching 6.5 to 3.8A. The
light irradiance is less than the reference value, the photocurrent of the system is reduced and is
not enough to support the resonance condition of the resonant capacitor, and it is switched to
frequency regulation mode and the v, value decreases, thus adaptively reducing the resonance
energy without storing the full-load rated energy.
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Fig. 19 shows the voltage and current through switch S| during S; startup. The yellow line
, and the green line represents the current. It can be seen from the figure

represents the voltage
that during startup,

as it is facilitated by

the resonant commutation between Ly and Cy as described in operating Mode IV, which leads

the current rises very slowly,
to zero-current conduction of switch S;, verifying what is illustrated by the theory.

bl

when the voltage drops
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Figure 19: Experimental waveform of voltage and current of S
5 Conclusion

A novel full-bridge zero-current converter (FB-ZCS) is designed, and a frequency and phase-
shift synthesis modulation (FPSSM) control strategy is proposed. Automatic control of capacitor
energy based on input current can be achieved without additional switches or auxiliary circuits
by controlling the charging time of the capacitor. The control approach solves the problems of
low efficiency and high duty cycle loss in the current commutation and soft-switching functions
of existing full-bridge converters, which usually use transformer leakage inductance and parallel
resonant capacitance. Finally, the theoretical analysis is first verified by simulation, and then an
experimental hardware platform is built and further verified by experimentation. The conclusion
shows that the novel converter designed by the FPSSM modulation technique has an excellent
boosting effect and high reliability. The study shows that the method is simple in structure
and has a good control effect. The module can be cascaded with IPOS and used in photo-
voltaic DC collection systems, providing a new topology scheme for large-scale, long-distance DC
transmission.
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