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Abstract: The shock wave of the underwater explosion can cause severe damage to the ship structure. The propagation characteristics of shock waves near the structure surface are complex, involving lots of complex phenomena such as reflection, transmission, diffraction, and cavitation. However, different structure surface boundaries have a significant effect on the propagation characteristics of pressure. This paper focuses on investigating the behavior of shock wave propagation and cavitation from underwater explosions near various structure surfaces. A coupled Runge–Kutta discontinuous Galerkin (RKDG) and finite element method (FEM) is utilized to solve the problem of the complex waves of fluids and structure dynamic response, considering the fluid compressibility. The level set (LS) method and the ghost fluid (GF) method are combined to capture the moving interface and deal with the stability of the coupling between the shock wave and structure surface. Besides, a cut-off cavitation model is introduced to the RKDG method. The validation of the numerical calculation model is discussed by comparing it with the known solution to verify the numerical solutions. Then, crucial kinds of structure surface boundary conditions include shallow-water single layer elasticity plate, double-layer crevasse elasticity plate, single layer curved elasticity plate, and double-layer curved elasticity plates are analyzed and discussed. The results and analysis can provide references for underwater explosion pressure characteristics, the impacting response of different boundary structures, and designing structures.
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1  Introduction

With the rapid development of precision guidance technology and underwater attack weapons, the surface warships and submarines will inevitably be attacked by these weapons such as torpedoes and bombs [1–8]. The shock wave propagation characteristics and dynamic of structures subjected to underwater explosion have been of great interest to researchers. Underwater explosion interaction with structures belongs to typical FSI issues. In recent years, many scholars have carried out extensive research on the dynamic response of typical ship structures subjected to underwater blast. Schiffer et al. [9] investigated the dynamic response of circular composite plates subjected to underwater blast by using dynamic explicit FE simulations. Ming et al. [4] have studied the damage characteristics of a single plate and shown the failure mode of steel panel using the SPH-FEM method. Liu et al. [10] utilized the DAA method to analyze the external fluid-structure interaction (FSI) effect for a double-plated structure filled with liquid. Gannon [11] presented researches about the simulation of the interaction between an underwater explosion, a submerged cylinder, and a free surface or rigid bottom based on the Eulerian Chinook CFD code coupled with the Lagrangian LS-DYNA explicit finite element solver. Liu et al. [12] adopted the BEM method to simulate the interactions between a ship and an underwater explosion bubble, both in still water and waves. Zhang et al. [13] have conducted a numerical study about the underwater explosion and bubble dynamics near a rigid wall using the SPH-BEM method. Jin et al. [14] used the coupling RKDG-FEM method to study the pressure characteristics of coated circular plates in the near-field underwater explosion.

As to the structure surfaces, boundaries can significantly affect the shock wave propagating characteristics and cavitation characteristics. In cases concerned with boundary effects on pressure propagation characteristics, most literature paid attention to the influence of only one boundary, such as free surface, rigid wall, air-backed single plate, water backed single plate, and complete boundary double-layer plates. Kadioglu et al. [15] used adaptive solution techniques for simulating shock wave propagation of 10 cm thickness of flat plate located in deep water. Pishevar et al. [16] adopted an adaptive ALE method to study pressure characteristics and cavitation of an underwater explosion near a solid wall. Petrov et al. [17] utilized a numerical method based on a Godunov-type high-resolution scheme to simulate the underwater explosion near the free surface. Miller et al. [18] developed a cell-centered finite volume method to simulate pressure propagating characteristics, which can show the diffraction characteristics. Wang et al. [19] have simulated the underwater explosion pressure and cavitation near the air-backed plate and water-backed plate using the CEL method (ATUODYN). Zhang et al. [20] studied the pressure characteristics of the underwater explosion of a cylinder charge near a single plate and double plates based on the RKDG-FEM method. Meng et al. [21] used the CEL method (Atuodyn) to study the pressure characteristics of propagating across the multilayer shell structure regarding shock wave reflection and transmission. The references mentioned above have concerned about researching the pressure characteristics and cavitation effect near the structure surfaces in recent years. As the large inhomogeneity between the water and the high-pressure gas product, the underwater explosion numerical simulation more easily causes numerical oscillation resulting numerical error based on commercial software.

However, the structure boundaries surface can significantly affect the shock wave reflection and cavitation characteristics and rarely be focused on by the scholars. Thus, the influence of typical structure surface boundary conditions on pressure characteristics of the underwater explosion will be investigated emphatically in our present work. In this paper, a coupled RKDG-FEM method is utilized to solve the problem of the complex wave and structure dynamic response problem caused by shock wave propagating between different boundary structures and detonation gases, considering the fluid compressibility due to a high Mach number problem. The FEM method is used to calculate the dynamic response of structure because of its advantage of excellent efficiency. Thus, this method’s advantages can be fully utilized to calculate fluid-structure interaction problems [22–27].

The paper is organized as follows. In Section 2, the coupled RKDG-FEM method is introduced. In Section 3, the effectiveness of the cavitation model is validated compared with the literature’s result. In Section 4, the pressure characteristics of the underwater explosion near different boundary structure surfaces are analyzed. Finally, the conclusions are given in Section 5.

2  Numerical Solver

2.1 Governing Equation and Equation State of Fluid

2.1.1 Governing Equation for Fluid Eulerian Formulation

Assume that the fluid and the detonation gases are inviscid, irrational, and compressible in simulations of an underwater explosion. The governing equations for a two-dimensional axisymmetric fluid of Euler equations can be written as [22,28]:
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where [image: images] is the vector of conserved variables and [image: images] is the flux functions, [image: images] is a geometric source. Furthermore [image: images], [image: images], [image: images] are given as:
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where E is internal energy per unit mass, [image: images] is density, u and v are velocities, p is pressures.

2.1.2 Equation State of Fluid

In the simulation, gas is considered as an ideal gas, and the equation of state is expressed as follows:

[image: images]

where [image: images] is the ratio specific heat of taken as 1.4 in the simulation of an underwater explosion.

The JWL equation of state is usually used for describing the explosive in numerical simulation, stated as follows [29]:

[image: images]

where A, B, R1 , R2 and [image: images] are material constant which are[image: images], [image: images], R1 = 4.15, R2 = 0.95, [image: images].3, [image: images] is the initial density of TNT set as 1630 kg/m3, E0 is the internal energy per unit mass defined as [image: images] J/m3.

The Tait equation of state is usually applied for water, written as follows [30]:

[image: images]

where the constant A can be set as [image: images] Pa, and constant B can be set as [image: images] Pa, the density of water [image: images] is equal to 1000 kg/m3, the constant N is set to 7.15.

2.1.3 Solution of Fluid Governing Equation

The governing equations of fluid motion are solved by the RKDG method. Take for two-dimensional Euler equations, and for example, the spatial discretization is carried by using the RKDG method in computational region [image: images] and integrated over a cell K test. The test function [image: images] is introduced and multiplied with both sides of Eq. (1), shown as [25,31,32]:
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where [image: images] is the outward unit normal of the cell boundary K, [image: images] is all cell boundary sets of cells. The test function [image: images] meets with [image: images]. [image: images] is test function space, which meets with as:
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where [image: images] is a polynomial space whose order does not exceed K. The flux and flux integral term in Eq. (7) are shown as:
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The flux [image: images] is replaced with a monotone numerical flux [image: images].

The flux [image: images] is solved by Lax–Friedrichs, given as:

[image: images]

where [image: images] is the maximum eigenvalue of the Jacobian matrix [image: images]. In a quadrilateral cell [image: images], the approximate solutions is:
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where [image: images], [image: images], [image: images], [image: images].

The semi-discrete scheme can be further written as:

[image: images]

The discrete difference scheme is obtained by using the third-order total variation diminishing (TVD) of the Runge-Kutta time discretization method for Eq. (12), expressed as:

[image: images]

2.2 Governing Equation and Constitutive Equation for Solid

2.2.1 Governing Equation for Solid

For Lagrangian solid structure, the structural dynamic equations can be expressed by [33]:
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where [image: images], [image: images], [image: images], are structure density, Cauchy stress tensor, and body force vector; [image: images], [image: images], [image: images] are structure element displacement, velocity, and acceleration vector; [image: images] and [image: images] are Dirichlet and Neumann boundaries; [image: images] and [image: images] are predefined traction boundary condition and predefined displacement boundary condition; [image: images] and [image: images] are structure spatial coordinate and computational domain; [image: images] and [image: images] are initial velocity and initial velocity condition.

2.2.2 The Cowper–Symonds Model for Steel

The Cowper–Symonds model is applied for steel material, which can be written as:

[image: images]

where [image: images] is initial yield stress, [image: images] is strain rate, the C and P are related parameters for strain rate. The parameters of material Q 235 steel used in this paper are listed in Tab. 1 [34]:

Table 1: Strain-rate-dependent data of Q 235 steel

[image: images]

2.2.3 Solution Governing Equation for Solid

The structure is solved by FEM based on Abaqus/Explicit. In Abaqus/Explicit [35], the time-update is conducted by using the lumped mass matrix and second-order explicit central difference method.

[image: images]
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where n is time step increment; n −1/2 and n + 1/2 are middle time step. The acceleration vector of the structural element can be expressed as:

[image: images]

where [image: images] is the diagonal lumped mass matrix, [image: images] is the applied load vector, and [image: images] is the internal force vector.

2.3 Interface Treatment for Coupling

2.3.1 Level Set Method

The level set method [36] is applied to capture the moving interface, including the gas–water interface and water–solid interface, which can be expressed as:

[image: images]

where [image: images] is the velocity of the fluid Euler grid; The Level set method is an implicit interface tracking method, which has certain advantages when dealing with complex material interfaces. However, the volume loss is not taken into account in the solution process of this method, which makes the position of the interface update offset, resulting in the distortion of the flow field. To solve the instability of this calculation, the Level set method needs to be reinitialized, which can be expressed as:

[image: images]

where [image: images] is the distance function at the current time step of the Level set equation; [image: images] is signed function; [image: images]; [image: images] is the evolution variable.

2.3.2 Ghost Fluid Method

When the Discontinuous Galerkin is used to solve the near-field underwater explosion problem, the density and pressure of the gas–liquid medium are quite different, that is, the physical quantities on both sides of the gas–liquid interface are discontinuous. When the Euler equation is solved by RKDG, the Non-physical oscillations may occur at the discontinuous interface, which may make the calculation to be absorbed. Therefore, when the RKDG method is used to solve multiphase flow problems such as underwater explosions, it is necessary to introduce the ghost fluid method (GFM) to pre-process the physical quantities on both sides of the gas-liquid interface. The advantage of the Ghost Fluid method is that it can maintain the discontinuous nature of the interface with high resolution, suppress non-physical oscillations near the interface, and the method is easy to extend to multi-dimensional problems.

In this paper, the method based on GFM [37] and modified GFM [38] for the RKDG method is used to solve the grid properties near the interface to improve the stability of calculation of shock wave. For gas-water problems, the method essentially assumes that the two fluids are the same fluid, then artificially define boundary conditions near the interface, and then solve two-fluid equations with boundary conditions. For the water–solid problem, the method essentially defines the boundary conditions of the liquid and the solid according to the state of the liquid–solid interface and then solves the fluid equation and structural equation separately.

Gas–Water Interface Treatment Assume that the fluid and the detonation

For the one-dimensional gas–liquid problem, assuming that the interface is located in cell i, define the Riemann problem:

[image: images]

Here, [image: images] is interface state [image: images], [image: images] is left status and [image: images] is the right state, [image: images] is Riemann problem solver. The assignment methods for fluid I and fluid II are shown in Figs. 1a and 1b, respectively. Assign the state of the interface to the cell where the interface is located and the ghost fluid cell where the interface is located outside the cell.

[image: images]

Figure 1: Extrapolate technique for one-dimensional gas-water interface: (a) Solve fluid I; (b) Solve fluid II

Water–Solid Interface Treatment For the water–solid problem, because MGFM needs to establish its Riemann problem for each solid material when dealing with the liquid-solid interface, it lacks flexibility and is not easy to extend to more general problems. Therefore, a more flexible calculation method for solving the liquid-solid interface, that is, using the FEM calculation to obtain the Lagrangian interface velocity and substituting it into the liquid-solid Riemann solver, as the velocity solution of the Riemann problem established at the interface position, and then solving the known interface speed modified Riemann problem, get interface pressure. This method is suitable for strong shocks and can simultaneously impose boundary conditions on the Lagrangian region and Euler region, which greatly improves the flexibility of the fluid-structure coupling calculation method while considering the calculation accuracy.

For the one-dimensional liquid-solid problem, assuming that the interface is located in cell i, define the liquid–solid modified Riemann problem:

[image: images]

where, [image: images] is interface state [image: images], [image: images] is left status and [image: images] is the right state, [image: images] is a Liquid–solid modified Riemann problem solver. uI is the velocity of the interface movement, that is, the Lagrangian velocity of the solid boundary calculated by FEM. For Lagrangian solids, assign the interface pressure pI to the interface node, and let the Lagrangian solid calculation program run to get the next solid-state; for Euler fluids, assign the interface state [image: images] to the cell where the interface is located. The ghost fluid cell where is located outside the cell allows the Euler fluid calculation program to run to get the next fluid state, as shown in Fig. 2.
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Figure 2: Extrapolate technique for one-dimensional water–solid interface

2.4 Coupled RKDG-FEM

Nonlinear Euler equations are discretized in space using a discontinuous Galerkin method and discretized in time by the third-order TVD Runge–Kutta method [39]. The level set (LS) method can easily handle the complex material interface, and its topology changes [40] and the ghost fluid (GF) method is more suitable for simulating challenging problems involving strong shock waves or strong discontinuities proposed by Liu et al. [41]. The level set method is applied to solve the interaction of the water-gas interface, and the water–solid interface and the extrapolation of the ghost fluid method are used to deal with boundary conditions at the condition of interaction. The fluid–solid interface treatment is briefly shown as follow in Fig. 3.

[image: images]

Figure 3: The fluid–solid interface treatment: (a) Surface type; (b) Description of what is contained in the second panel. Figures should be placed in the main text near to the first time they are cited. A caption on a single line should be centered

Fig. 3a is showed the interaction surface type in the underwater explosion, and Fig. 3b reveals the interface treatment between the fluid and structure. When the initial shock wave acts on the elastic structure, the structure will deform under the action of external force, and the deformed structure will affect the motion characteristics of the fluid in turn. This is the so-called fluid–solid coupling. When fluid and solid interact, both need to meet normal velocity and continuous pressure conditions at the boundary:

[image: images]

where us, n indicates the normal velocity of structure surface, uf, n is the normal velocity of fluid moving at the surface of the structure, ps indicates the pressure acting on the surface of the structure, pf is the pressure of the fluid at the surface of the structure. For the interaction between the fluid and the rigid wall, only the velocity component perpendicular to the structure surface in the corresponding fluid controlling volume element is set to 0. However, as to a slightly complex structure, the structure will have dynamic response characteristics under the action of external forces. At this time, not only the movement characteristics of fluid are needed to solve, but also need to deal with the boundary conditions at the interface between the fluid and structure.

2.5 Solution Steps for the Procedure

The flow chart of the coupled RKDG-FEM method is shown in Fig. 4. In the first-time step, two Level set functions are defined according to the initial conditions of the gas-liquid interface and the liquid–solid interface. Assuming that the state of the gas–liquid–solid system is known at time [image: images], the steps to calculate the relevant parameters for the next time step are as follows:

Step 1: Calculate fluid time step and solid time step, and take the minimum value of fluid and solid time step as the overall time step;

Step 2: Establish gas–liquid interface Riemann problems, and use Riemann problem solver to solve Riemann problems to obtain the state of the gas–liquid interface and liquid-solid interface, and then extrapolate the state of fluid to obtain the boundary conditions of gas, liquid and solid;

Step 3: After applying boundary conditions, use FEM (Abaqus/Explicit) to calculate the response of the structure, and use RKDG to solve the Euler equation to obtain the response of gas and liquid;

Step 4: Obtain the position of the gas–liquid interface and the liquid-solid interface by solving the Level set equation;

Step 5: According to the position of the gas interface and the liquid interface, the solution of the fluid and the solid at time [image: images] is obtained.

[image: images]

Figure 4: The flow chart of coupled RKDG-FEM method

3  Validation of Numerical Calculation Model

3.1 One-Dimensional Shock Tube Verification

The one-dimensional shock tube problem is a theoretical initial value problem of the Euler equation. Because the problem has an exact theoretical solution, it is widely used to verify the accuracy of the numerical method for multiphase flow. Here, the detonation gas-water shock tube problem is used to verify the shock wave load strong discontinuous calculation model. The initial conditions of gas–water are as follows:

[image: images]

where the unit of density is kg/m3, the unit of velocity is m/s, and the unit of pressure is Pa. As the pressure and density in the flow field at the initial moment have large discontinuities, as time goes on, strong shock waves and contact discontinuities t are generated in the flow field. Fig. 5 shows the comparison curves between the numerical and analytical solutions of density and pressure obtained by the RKDG method. It can be seen from Fig. 5 that the calculated results of the shock wave and expansion wave interface captured by this method under such strong discontinuities are in good agreement with the analytical solution.

[image: images]

Figure 5: Validation of one-dimensional shock tube using the RKDG method ([image: images] ms) (a) Density; (b) Pressure

3.2 Two-Dimensional Underwater Explosion Bubble Verification

For the interaction between the shock wave and bubble in water, the density and pressure of the flow field on both sides of the interface are discontinuous, and the strength of the shock wave is relatively high, which requires higher stability and accuracy of the discontinuous capture calculation method. The initial conditions of the example are as follows:

[image: images]

The calculation field was [image: images], the mesh number of fluids [image: images], the initial radius of the bubble is 0.2 m, the bubble canter was located at the point (0, 0). The calculation results in this paper are compared with reference [42] calculation results, as shown in Figs. 6a and 6b. It can be seen that the calculation results of the strong shock wave and bubble interface captured by this method are in good agreement with those in reference [42], which fully proves the effectiveness and correctness of the numerical method in this paper.

[image: images]

Figure 6: Validation of two-dimensional underwater explosion bubble using the RKDG method ([image: images] ms): (a) Density; (b) Pressure

3.3 Cut-Off Cavitation Model Verification

In the underwater explosion, the initial shock wave was transmitted and reflected between the structural boundary and explosion bubble. The reflected waves will overlap with the incident wave, causing a sharp drop of pressure in the water [19]. When the pressure reached or even fallen below the saturated vapor pressure of water, local cavitation or regional cavitation would occur. The local cavitation or regional cavitation would have effects on the propagation of the shock wave in the fluid field. It would further change the loading characteristics of the explosion bubble near the structure. Therefore, a cavitation model should be considered to update the relationship between the pressure and density of the fluid. In this paper, a cut-off cavitation model was utilized because of its strong applicability in dealing with underwater explosion issues. It was written as follows [43].

[image: images]

where Psat is saturated-vapor pressure of water, [image: images] is the density when the pressure is equal to the Psat.

To verify the effectiveness of the method, a two-dimensional axisymmetric numerical model calculating strong discontinuous shock wave considering the cut-off cavitation was built, and its results were compared with the reference [43]. The calculation field was [image: images], and the rigid wall was located at [image: images] m. The CFL number was set as 0.45, and the mesh was evenly distributed along the x-axis and y-axis, the mesh number of fluids [image: images]. The bubble center was located at the point (0, 0), the initial density inside the bubble was 1270 kg/m3, the pressure was [image: images] Pa, and the ideal gas state equation was adopted. The gas constant [image: images], the density of water was 1000 kg/m3, the pressure was 105 Pa, and the Tait equation of state was adopted.

Fig. 7 has shown the calculated results of pressure distribution at [image: images] ms and [image: images] ms based on the modified Schmidt model [44]. Fig. 8 has gave the pressure distribution at [image: images] ms and [image: images] ms of the model presented in this paper, which shows a good agreement, indicating that the method adopted in this paper could effectively solve the pressure of fluid field including the cavitation effect. When [image: images] ms, the reflected shock wave from the rigid wall acted on the bubble surface, and then reflected the rarefaction wave direction to the rigid wall. Where the rarefaction wave passed, the pressure dropped instantaneously. At this moment, the pressure was not lower than the saturated vapor pressure. After the rarefaction wave acted on the rigid wall, the reflected wave returned to the fluid field in the form of a rarefaction wave. When the reflected rarefaction waves and incident rarefaction waves overlapped together, the pressure of fluid was lower than the saturated vapor pressure, resulting in cavitation in the fluid field, as shown in Fig. 8b.

[image: images]

Figure 7: Pressure distribution from [44] (a) [image: images] ms; (b) [image: images] ms

[image: images]

Figure 8: Pressure distribution from this paper: (a) [image: images] ms; (b) [image: images] ms

Fig. 9 has shown the comparison curve of pressure–time history in the center of the wall. The method presented in this paper could better calculate the local high strength shock wave and the unloading characteristic caused by the cavitation effect. By comparison with the literature result, it indicated that the combined RKDG-LS-GF method could effectively simulate the pressure propagating and cavitation forming process.

[image: images]

Figure 9: Pressure history at the center of the solid wall

4  The Influence of Structure Boundary Surface on Pressure Characteristics and Bubble Surface

The numerical model and initial parameters are: The initial density of charge is 1630 kg/m3, the pressure is set as 109 Pa, and the radius is 0.24 m. The density of the external fluid field is 1000 kg/m3; the pressure is set as 105 Pa, the size of the calculation field is [image: images] for calculating shallow-water elasticity plate and double-layer elasticity plates with a circular crevasse, the size of calculation field is [image: images] for calculating single layer curved elasticity plate and double layer curved elasticity plates, the boundary of left is defined as axisymmetric and the top, bottom and right side are set as outflow boundary, the charge center is located at [image: images] m when calculating in a shallow single-layer elasticity plate and double-layer with circular crevasse elasticity plates while the charge center is located [image: images] m for calculating curved elasticity plates. The CFL number is set as 0.4. The length of the elastic plate is [ −4 m, 4 m], and the thickness [image: images] m, the density is 7850 kg/m3, the elasticity modulus is [image: images] Pa, the yield stress was 235 MPa, the Poisson’s ratio was 0.3, and the outer diameter of the curved elasticity plate is 1.26 m. The initial distance between the bubble center and the inner surface of the curved elasticity plate is 1.2 m. The fluid field is uniformly dispersed into [image: images] grids along the X-axis and Y-axis, with a spacing of 0.02 m. The mesh spacing of the plate is 0.02 m. The time step is taken as [image: images] s.

4.1 Shallow-Water Elasticity Plate

Sometimes, an underwater explosion usually happened in shallow water. The shock wave would interact with the bottom of the sea or nearby ships, also interact with the free surface. This section will study the pressure characteristics between the shallow water elasticity plate and bubble surface, as shown in Fig. 10a. The distance between the center of the bubble and the upper surface of the elasticity plate is 2 m, and the distance between the center of the bubble and the free water surface is also set as 2 m. When shock waves act on the free surface, the transmitted shock wave into the air is of minimal value; most of them are reflected in the fluid field in the form of rarefaction waves due to the low air impedance. Reflected rarefaction wave and incident waves are overlapped, resulting in a decrease of pressure in an instant in overlapping area and producing cavitation area, as shown in Figs. 10b and 10c.

The difference between the shock wave interacting with the free water surface and the elasticity plate is that the free water surface reflects the rarefaction wave while the elasticity plate reflects the shock wave because of the contrast of impedance. When the rarefaction wave acts on the surface of the bubble, one part of them would be reflected in the external fluid field of the bubble, and the other part would transmit to the inside of the bubble. Whether the shock wave or rarefaction wave is transmitted to the inside of the bubble depending on the impedance and pressure on both sides of the bubble interface, as shown in Fig. 10d. When the shock wave is acting on the free surface, the reflected rarefaction wave makes the fluid field soon generating cavitation, and the cavitation expanding continuously, as shown in Fig. 10e. When the reflected shock wave acts on the cavitation region, the pressure in some regions is higher than the saturated vapor pressure. After the shock wave spread to the free water surface, the fluid field would generate cavitation again by the reflected rarefaction wave, as shown in Fig. 10f.

[image: images]

[image: images]

Figure 10: Reflection characteristic of shock wave between shallow-water elasticity plate and bubble, where the distance between the bubble and free surface [image: images] m (left is pressure distributions, unit: Pa; right is numerical schlieren images): (a) 0.0005 s; (b) 0.0011 s; (c) 0.00138 s; (d) 0.0018 s; (e) 0.00236 s; (f) 0.003 s

Fig. 11 shows the pressure curves of different gauging point when the initial distance between the bubble and free water surface is 2 m. Cavitation could not occur when the gauging point is 1.0 m to 0.9 m from the free water surface, while cavitation would occur when the gauging point is 0.1 m to 0.8 m from the free water. As the gauging point is closer to the free water surface, the cavitation time is longer. According to the analysis, the area closer to the bubble is less possible to occur cavitation, and the reflected shock wave by elasticity plate acts on the free surface, the reflected rarefaction would cause secondary cavitation in the fluid field.

[image: images]

Figure 11: Pressure with time at different measuring points when the distance between the bubble and free surface is 2.0 m

4.2 Double-Layer Elasticity Plates with a Circular Crevasse

In some times, the double-layer elasticity plates may undergo the near-field explosion or contact explosion, and the outer elasticity plate would appear crevasse because of suffering the shock-wave loading. Thus, this section would pay attention to the pressure characteristic between the double-layer with a circular crevasse structure and the detonation gases. The fluid field and structure are set as following: The length of the elasticity plate is [ −4 m, 4 m]; the thickness both of upper elasticity plate and lower elasticity plate is [image: images] m; the radius of a crevasse of the upper elasticity plate is 0.4 m; the distance between two plates is 0.6 m; the distance between bubble center and the upper surface of the elasticity plate is set as 2 m.

Fig. 12a has shown that the initial shock wave is about to reach the upper crevasse elasticity plate. When the shock wave acts on the upper crevasse elasticity plate, one part of the pressure would be reflected in the direction of the bubble and symmetry axis. Some of the pressure transmits the bottom surface of the upper elasticity plate because of the elasticity plate movement; the other pressure would form a diffraction shock wave when passing the crevasse, as shown in Fig. 12b. Then, the reflected shock wave acts on the crevasse boundary of the upper elasticity plate; meanwhile, the diffraction shock wave spread along the bottom surface of the upper elasticity plate, and the other part continues to spread towards the lower elasticity plate. When the diffraction shock wave acts on the lower elasticity plate, one part will be reflected in the direction of the crevasse in the form of the shock wave, and the other part would transmit to the elasticity plate in the original propagation direction, as shown in Fig. 12c. When the diffraction wave is reflected by the lower elasticity plate acted on the upper crevasse elasticity plate, on part would continue to propagate upward through the crevasse, and the other part would be transmitted to another side of the elasticity plate, as shown in Figs. 12d–12e. When the shock wave reflected by the upper elasticity plate acted on the bubble surface, one part would transmit to the inside of the bubble, and the other part would be reflected in the direction of a crevasse in the form of a rarefaction wave, as shown Fig. 12f.

[image: images]

Figure 12: Reflection characteristic of shock wave between double break the elasticity plate and bubble surface, where the distance between the bubble and the upper surface of elasticity plate [image: images] m (left is pressure distributions, unit: Pa; right is numerical schlieren images): (a) 0.001 s; (b) 0.00116 s; (c) 0.00144 s; (d) 0.00176 s; (e) 0.00248 s; (f) 0.00276 s

Fig. 13 gives the center pressure with the time history of the lower elasticity plate and the crevasse elasticity plate. There is an obvious contrast of pressure changing trend between the water-backed elasticity plate and the double layer crevasse elasticity plate structure. The pressure of the upper elasticity plate increases to a peak value of 104 MPa at time 0.001 s, while the peak pressure of the lower elasticity plate is 89.6 MPa because of the dissipation energy of pressure. The pressure of the water-backed elasticity plate changing over time is decreasing fairing while the pressure of the double-layer crevasse elasticity plate’s decreasing trend is oscillatory because of the bounced reflection of pressure between the two elasticity plates. In addition to the effect of the initial shock wave produced an initial peak pressure, there would appear a second pressure peak due to the bounced reflection.

[image: images]

Figure 13: Center pressure with the time of the upper break elasticity plate and lower elasticity plate

Fig. 14 shows the pressure distribution curves with the time history of the bottom surface of the upper crevasse elasticity plate. The diffraction shock wave generates at the left was larger than that of the transmission of a wavefront at [image: images] s, and then the pressure would gradually propagate to the right along with the elasticity plate. At [image: images] s, the diffraction shock wave acts on the bottom surface of the upper elasticity plate, causing peak pressure, and then, the peak pressure propagates to the right along with the elasticity plate.

[image: images]

Figure 14: Pressure distributions along the lower surface of the upper break elasticity plate at different times

Fig. 15 has given the distributions along the upper surface of the lower elasticity plate at different times. The distribution law is similar to that on the lower surface of the upper elasticity plate. When the diffraction shock wave acts on the elasticity plate, a local pressure region appears and unload subsequently. When the upper elasticity plate reflects the shock wave acted on the lower elasticity plate, it would generate a high pressure again, and move to the right side gradually. According to the pressure distributions at time and space, the bounced reflection of the diffraction wave would cause a secondary impact with higher peak pressure on the elasticity plate.

[image: images]

Figure 15: Pressure distributions along the upper surface of the lower elasticity plate at different times

4.3 Double-Layer Elasticity Plates with a Circular Crevasse

When the shock wave acts on the outside surface, part of it reflects back to the fluid field in the form of the shock wave, and part of it is transmitted to the inside surface of the curved elasticity plate and locally produces cavitation. Besides, the movement of the reflected shock wave propagates towards the bubble surface; there is also a part of it propagating along the outside of the curved elasticity plate, as shown in Fig. 16a. With the transmitted shock wave and reflected shock wave propagating along the inside and outside surfaces, the cavitation area of the inside surface gradually expands and gradually moves toward the end of the curved elasticity plate, as shown in Fig. 16b. Subsequently, the cavitation area gradually collapsed under the action of transmitted shock waves, and some cavitation areas moved toward the central axis. At this time, the rarefaction waves reflected by the bubbles acted on the outside surface, and returned to the flow again in the form of rarefaction waves toward the bubble, as shown in Fig. 16c. Then, the pressure in the inside area of the curved elasticity plate gradually decreased, and cavitation appeared in a part of the area near the central axis of the inside surface, as shown in Fig. 16d. It can be seen that the curved elasticity plate is more prone.

[image: images]

Figure 16: Reflection characteristic of shock wave between the single curved elasticity plate and bubble surface, where the distance between the bubble and outside surface of curved elasticity plate [image: images] m (left is pressure distributions, unit: Pa; right is numerical schlieren images): (a) 0.00064 s; (b) 0.001; (c) 0.00136 s; (d) 0.00228

Fig. 17 shows the central pressure of the inside and outside surfaces with time. The pressure reaches the maximum value at the moment when the shock wave touches the outside surface, and then the pressure begins to unload. At [image: images] s, the pressure decreases slightly due to the action of the rarefaction wave. Due to the apparent oscillation of the center velocity of the outside surface, as shown in Fig. 18, there is a similar oscillation of the center pressure of the outside surface. The pressure transmitted to the inside of the curved elasticity plate did not reach the maximum value instantaneously like the pressure at the center of the outside surface at the beginning, but had a sweaty climbing process like the speed, and then reached the maximum. The reason for the difference between the pressures of the inside and outside surface elasticity plate is that the outside surface is suffered from the incident shock wave directly acting on the surface, so the pressure will initially have a step phenomenon similar to the incident shock wave. The pressure of the inside surface is generated by the velocity of the inside surface as the excitation source, So its trend with time is similar to the velocity of the inside surface, and the center velocity of the inside surface is shown in Fig. 15. After [image: images] s, the central pressure of the inside surface is lower than the saturated steam pressure, while the central pressure of the outside surface is still above the saturated steam pressure because the center velocity of the inside surface is higher than the center velocity of the outside surface. The impact of the shock wave of the outside surface directly leads to a higher pressure at this location, and the weak rarefaction wave reflected at the bubble interface is not enough to reduce the pressure at this location below the saturated vapor pressure.

[image: images]

Figure 17: Pressure with time on the center of the inside and outside surface

[image: images]

Figure 18: Velocity with time on the center of the inside and outside surface

Figs. 19 and 20 show the pressure distribution along the inside and outside surfaces at different times. At first, the pressure in the central area of the inside surface is higher than the pressure at the end. Then, the pressure in the central area begins to decrease and gradually becomes smaller than the pressure at the end. Finally, a region near the center cavitation occurs. For the pressure of the outside surface, the shock wave acts on the central area to quickly unload, resulting in the end pressure being higher than the pressure in the central area for most of the subsequent time. The subsequent rarefaction wave accelerates the decreased pressure of the central area; however, the cavitation did not occur on the entire outside surface.

[image: images]

Figure 19: Pressure distribution along the inside surface

[image: images]

Figure 20: Pressure distribution along the outside surface

4.4 Double-Layer Curved Elasticity Plate

Ships, submarines, and other underwater structures can use a multi-cabin structure to protect the external shock waves from the internal equipment [10], this section will study the reflection characteristics of shock waves between the double-layer curved elasticity plate and the bubble surface. Fig. 21 shows the reflection characteristics of the shock wave between the double-layer curved elasticity plate and the bubble surface. The diameter of the outer curved elasticity plate is 1.26 m, and the thickness is 0.06 m; the diameter of the inner curved elasticity plate is 0.66 m, the elasticity plate thickness is 0.06 m. The initial parameters of the bubble and the flow field parameters are consistent with the working conditions in the previous section. The bubble acts on the outside of the double-layer curved elasticity plate. The initial center of the bubble is on the same axis as the head of the underwater vehicle and outside curved elasticity plate. The initial distance of the surface is 1.2 m.

[image: images][image: images]

Figure 21: Reflection characteristic of the shock wave on the double-curved elasticity plate and bubble surface, Where the distance between the bubble and outside surface [image: images] m (left is pressure distributions, unit: Pa; right is numerical schlieren images): (a) 0.00104 s; (b) 0.00148 s; (c) 0.00168 s; (d) 0.002 s; (e) 0.00212 s; (f) 0.00252 s

As shown in Fig. 21, when the shock wave generated by the bubble acts on the outside curved elasticity plate, part of it reflects the backflow field in the form of the shock wave and moves toward the direction of the bubble. The other part is also transmitted between the inside curved elasticity plate and the outside curved elasticity plate in the form of the shock wave. Subsequently, the transmitted shock wave acts on the lower surface of the inside layer curved elasticity plate, and reflection and transmission occur again in the form of a shock wave. At this time, a large area of cavitation occurs in the direction of the surface wavefront on the outside layer curved elasticity plate. A small area of cavitation appears on the surface wavefront direction on the inside layer curved elasticity plate, the shock wave reflected by the outside curved elasticity plate acts on the surface of the bubble, and begins to propagate the rarefaction wave toward the curved elasticity plate, as shown in Fig. 21a. When the rarefaction wave acts on the outside elasticity plate, it is reflected again in the form of rarefaction waves back to the flow field. As the pressure wave propagates toward the end, the cavitation areas on the upper surface of the inside curved elasticity plate and outside curved elasticity plate gradually move toward the end, as shown in Fig. 21b. Subsequently, the cavitation area near the end of the outside curved elasticity plate began to collapse, and the cavitation area near the end of the inside elasticity plate gradually expanded toward the central axis. At this time, between the double curved plates and between the outside curved elasticity plate and the surface of the bubble. After multiple reflections and transmissions, the pressure wave between them has become less obvious, as shown in Fig. 21c. Next, the cavitation area near the end of the upper surface of the inside layer curved elasticity plate also began to collapse, and a part of the surface of the inside layer curved elasticity plate near the central axis was lower than the saturated steam. Meanwhile, the pressure on the surface of the inside layer near the central axis is lower than the saturation vapor pressure, and cavitation occurs, as shown in Fig. 21d. Subsequently, the cavitation area on the upper surface of the inside layer curved elasticity plate gradually developed, and the entire semicircular area on the upper surface of the inside layer curved elasticity plate was covered by cavitation, as shown in Fig. 21e. Finally, due to the gradual decrease in pressure between the double-layer curved elasticity plates, cavitation also occurred in the area near the central axis of the outside elasticity plate surface, and cavitation also appeared on the lower surface of the inside curved elasticity plate, as shown in Fig. 21f.

Fig. 22 shows the central pressure of the upper and lower surfaces of the inside curved elasticity plate and outside curved elasticity plate with time. At [image: images] s, the central pressure of the lower surface of the outside layer curved elasticity plate appeared to be cut off phenomenon under the action of rarefaction waves. In the later period, due to the weak intensity of the pressure wave reflected back and forth between the bubble and the outside layer curved elasticity plate, there was no obvious local peak pressure or cut-off phenomenon. The shock wave transmitted between the double-layer curved elasticity plate reflects back and forth between the lower surface of the inside layer curved elasticity plate and the outside layer curved elasticity plate surface, resulting in multiple local peaks in the pressure on the lower surface of the inside layer curved elasticity plate and the upper surface of the outside layer curved elasticity plate, but the intensity is not strong. The intensity of the shock wave reaching the surface of the inside layer curved elasticity plate after reflection and transmission of the outside layer curved elasticity plate and the inside layer curved elasticity plate is minimal, which also means that the multi-cabin structure can be used to protect the internal equipment of underwater structures such as ships and submarines against the external shock wave impact. As to cavitation time, cavitation occurs and collapses twice on the upper surface of the inside layer curved elasticity plate, while the cavitation time on the upper surface of the outside curved layer elasticity plate and the lower surface of the inside layer curved elasticity plate is relatively long. Fig. 23 shows the central velocity of the upper and lower surfaces of both curved elasticity plates. Due to the high peak value and narrow width pulse of the shock wave acting on the lower surface of the outside layer, the speeds of the upper and lower surfaces of the outside layer curved elasticity plate appear to be significantly different for a long period. The pressure peak induced between the double-layer curved elasticity plates is much smaller than the incident shock wave, and the pulse width is wider, so the velocities of the upper and lower surfaces of the inside-layer curved elasticity plate are more consistent. Fig. 24 shows the curve of the plastic strain of the center of the upper and lower surfaces of the inside and outside curved elasticity plate with time. The plastic deformation gradually decreases from the outside layer to the inside layer curved elasticity plate-like with the shock wave.

[image: images]

Figure 22: Center pressure with time at different surfaces

[image: images]

Figure 23: Center velocity with time at different surfaces

[image: images]

Figure 24: Center plastic strain with time at different surfaces

5  Conclusion

In this work, a developed fluid-structure interaction numerical solver coupled RKDG-FEM method can effectively capture the strong discontinuous shock wave and solve the compressible multiphase flow and structure response. The level set method (LSM) and a ghost fluid method (GFM) were applied to deal with the material interface, besides the numerical model was validated by comparing with the analytical solution or publication [44] and show a good agreement, providing the validity of our method solving strong shock wave discontinuous problem. As the boundaries play an important role in pressure propagating and cavitation, and the pressure and cavitation characteristics are still not clear near different boundary structure surfaces. The main boundaries elasticity plate structures, including shallow-water single layer elasticity plate, double-layer with a circular crevasse, single-layer curved elasticity plate, and double-layer curved elasticity plate, are analyzed emphatically and discussed. The following conclusions can be drawn:

  1.  For shallow-water elasticity plates, when the incident shock wave acted on the free liquid surface, it would reflect fluid in the form of rarefaction waves. When the rarefaction wave acted on the detonation bubble, it is transmitted into the bubble and reflected the external of the bubble in the form of the shock wave. Excepted for the first shock wave ripple, the subsequent pressure reflected back and forth between detonation gases and the free surface, resulting in forming alternative ripples between rarefaction wave and shock wave, which was exactly the opposite of the ripple between the bubble and the bottom elasticity plate. When the distance between the bubble and the free surface reached a certain value, the rarefaction wave reflected from the free surface would induce cavitation in the fluid field. At the same time, after the shock wave reflected from the bottom elasticity plate acted on the free surface, the reflected rarefaction wave would induce cavitation again in the fluid field.

  2.  When shock wave acted on the double-layer elasticity plates with a circular crevasse, a diffractive shock wave was formed at the crevasse. The diffractive shock wave reflected back and forth between the upper and lower elasticity plates, which cause a secondary impaction with a high-pressure peak. Shock wave and rarefaction wave propagated back and forth in interlayer water. The superposition of the pressure waves caused the pressure distribution of the fluid field to be very complicated.

  3.  When the shock wave acts on the single-layer curved elasticity plate from the outside surface, cavitation is first generated in the direction of the wavefront of the inside surface of the curved elasticity plate, and then cavitation occurs in the central area of the inside surface; When the shock wave acts on the double-layer curved elasticity plates, the shock wave reflects and transmits through the inside curved elasticity plate and outside layer curved elasticity plate, the intensity gradually decreases from the outside layer curved elasticity plate to the inner curved layer elasticity plate, and the plastic deformation generated by the curved elasticity plate gradually decreases. The time of cavitation in different areas is different, first the upper surface of the inside layer elasticity plate, then the upper surface of the outside layer elasticity plate, then the lower surface of the inside layer elasticity plate, and finally, the lower surface of the outside layer elasticity plate. Thus, the multi-cabin structure can be designed to protect the equipment from shock waves impact.
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